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Pi .'Mire. ”•/* [mypa, Sax. pifmere, Dutch.] An ailt: an 
cnimct, J * 

Hi* cloaths, as atoms might prevail. 

Might fit a pifmire or a whale. Prior. 

-r mo C j Udicial tr> lrult are Pf mire *' caterpillars and mice. Mort. 
1 O PISS. v. n [/>.;//,r, Fr. piffcn, Dutch.] To make water. 

1 charge xhepijjtng conduit run nothing but claret. Shakefp. 
One als pijjs, the reft pifs for company. L'Ejlrange. 

Once poffefs’d of what with care you fave, 
f he wanton boys would pifs upon your grave. Dryden. 
PlSS./i.f [from the verb.] Urine; animal water. 

My fpleen is at the little rogues, it would vex one more to 
be knock d on the head with a pifs- pot than a thunder 

t> • °, . Pope to Swift. 

rt SSABED. n.f. A yellow flower growing in the grafs. 
iissBURNT. adj. Stained with urine. 

Latin J* 0 ' ^^ aekt * br> tift^echiy Italian; pijlachia, 

The piflachio is a dry fruit of an oblong figure, pointed at 
both ends about half an inch in length, and a third of an inch 
in thicknefs: it has a double fhell, the exteriour one mem¬ 
branaceous and thin, and the inner hard, tough and woody: 
the kernel is of a green colour and a foft and unauous fub- 
itancc, much like the pulp of an almond, of a pleafant tafte: 
pt/tacbios were known to the ancients, and the Arabians call 
them pejluch an&fejluch, and we I'ometimes fijlicb nuts. Hill. 

I ijluchios, fo they be good, and not mufly, joined with al- 
monds, are an excellent nourifher. Bacon's Nat. Hifl. 

tlblt. n.f. [ rrench.J The track or tread a horfeman makes 
upon the ground he goes over. 

P. st ill ATi ON. n.f. [pijlillum, Lat.] The aft of pounding 
in a mortar. ° 

The bell diamonds we have are comminuible, and fo far 
from breaking hammers, that they fubmit unto pijlillaiion, 
and refill not an ordinary peftle. Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 
Pi stol. n. f [pijlole, piflolct, Fr.J A (mail handgun. 

I hree watch the door with pi/lols, that none Ihould iffue 
Shakefpeare's Merry Wives of Windjor. 

I he whole body of the horl'e palled within pi/lel-fhot of 
the cottage. Clarendon, b. viii. 

(^uickfilver difcharged from a pijlol will hardly pierce 
through a parchment. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

A woman had a tubercle in the great canthus of the eye, of 
the bignefs of a //^/-bullet. Wife,nan's Surgery. 

To Pi sTOL. v. a. [pijloler , Fr.] To Ihoot with a piftol. 
Pi'stole. n f. [pijlole, Fr.] A coin of many countries and 
many degrees of value. 

I lhall dilburden him of many hundred pifioles , to make 
him, lighter for the journey. Dryden's Spanijh Fryar. 

PlSTo'tET. n. f. [diminutive of pifloi] A little piftol. 

1 liofe unliekt bear-whelps, unfil’d pijlolets 
That, more than cannon-lhot, avails or lets. Donne. 
Piston, n.f [pijlon, Fr.] The movable part in fevcral ma¬ 
chines ; as in pumps and fyringes, whereby the fuftion or at- 
traftion is caufed ; am embolus. 

PIT. n.f. [pir, Saxon.] 

1. A hole in the ground. 

Get you gone. 

And from the pit of Acheron 

Meet me i’ th’ morning. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Tumble me into feme loathfome pit. 

Where never man’s eye may behold my body. Shakefp. 

Our enemies have beat us to the pit ; 

It is more worthy to leap in ourfclvcs, 

Than tarry ’till they pulh us. Shakefp. Julius Cafar. 

Pits upon the fca-lhore turn into frelh water, by percola¬ 
tion of the fait through the fand; but in fome places of Africa, 
the water in fuch pits will become brackilh again. Bacon. 

2 . Abyfs; profundity. 

Into what pit thou feeft 

From what height fallen.’ Milton. 

3. The grave. 

O Lord, think no fcorn of me, left I become like them 
that go down into the pit. Pfalm xxviii. 1. 

4. The area on which cocks fight; whence the phrafe, to fly 
the pit. 

Make him glad, at leaft, to quit 
His viftory, and fly the pit. Hudibras. 

1 hey managed the difputc as fiercely, as two game-cocks 
"L tbe pi*- Locke on Education. 

5. The middle part of the theatre. 

Let Cully, Cockwood, Fopling charm the pit. 

And in their folly Ihew the writers wit. Dryden. 

Now luck for us, and a kind hearty pit ; 

For he who pleafes, never fails of wit. Dryden. 

6. [ Pis, pels , old Fr. from peltus, Lat.] Any hollow of the 
body : as, the pit of the ftomach ; the arm pit. 

7. A dint made by the finger. 

Fo Pit. v. a. To fink in hollows. 

An anafarca, a fpecies of dropfy, is charafterifed by the 
finning and foftnels of the Ikin, which gives way to the leaft 
imprelBon, and remains pitted for fome time. Sharp. 

Pitapat, n.f. [probably (tom pas a pas, or patte patte, Fr.] 


1. A flutter; a palpitation. 

A lion meets him, and the fox’s heart weir „ : 

2. A light quick ftep. went pitapat L'Efl r . 

Now I hear the pitapat of a pretty foot thr™. u . 
alley: no, ’tis the fon of a mare Sat’s brokenly d#rk 
munching upon the melons. Dryden’. n o ,» a "d 

PITCH n./. [ptc, Sax. pi.. La,.] 

trafted by fire and infpiffated. tbe P lne ex- 

They that touch pitch will be defiled p 

Of air and water mixed together, and confirmed wkh 

* C0 0,,ri “ in charc “'- »il. fW ti 

A veffel fmear’d round with pitch. ° n 

2 ’ height! 1 Pt£iS * Fr ’ SkimUr '] Any de S ree of elevation^ m 

Lovely concord and moft facred peace 
Doth nourilh virtue, and fall friendlhip breeds, 

Weak Ihe makes ftrong, and ftrong things does incr^r 
Till it the pitch of higheft praife exceeds. ° Fairy 
How high a pitch his refolution foars. r' 

Arm thy heart, and fill thy thoughts 
To mount aloft with thy imperial miftrefs 
And mount her pitch Shakefpeare’ s Titus Andromcus 

Between two hawks, which flies the higher pitch 
I have, perhaps, fome lhallow judgment. si, l r 

Down they fell, ° 

Driv’n headlong from the pitch of heav’n, down 
Into this deep. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. i,\ 

Cannons Ihoot the higher pitches. 

The lower we let down their breeches. Hudibras 

Alcibiades was one of the beft orators of his age not’ 
withftanding he lived at a time when learning was at the 
high f pitch. Mdifon's Whig Examiner. 

3. Higheft rife. 

A beauty warning, and diftreficd widow. 

Seduc’d the pitch and height of all his thoughts 
To bafe declenfion and loath’d bigamy. Shakefb 

4. State with refpect to lownefs or height. P ' 

From this high pitch let us defeend 
A lower flight; and fpeak of things at hand. Milton. 

By how much from the top of wond’rous glory, 
Strongeft of mortal men. 

To loweft pitch of abjeft fortune thou art fall’n. Milton. 

5. Size; ftature. 

That infernal monfter having call 
His weary foe into the living well, 

’Gan high advance his broad difcoloured breaft 
Above his wonted pitch. p an y £) uirli 

Were the whole frame here. 

It is of fuch a fpacious lofty pitch. 

Your roof were not fufficient to contain it. Shakefp. 

It turn’d itfclf to Ralpho’s lhape j 
So like in perfon, garb and pitch, 

’Twas hard t’ interpret which was which. Hudibras. 

6. Degree; rate. 

To overcome in battle, and fubdue 
Nations, and bring home fpoils, with infinite 
Manflaughter, lhall be held the higheft pitch 
Of human glory. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. xi. 

Our relident Tom 
From Venice is come. 

And hath left the ftatefman behind him. 

Talks at the fame pitch , 

Is as wife, is as rich. 

And juft where you left him, you find him. Denham. 

Princes that fear’d him, grieve; concern’d to lee 
No pitch of glory from the grave is free. IValier. 

Evangelical innocence, fuch as the gofpel accepts, though 
mingled with feveral infirmities and defefts, yet amounts to 
fuch a pitch of righteoufnefs, as we call fincerity. South. 

When the fun’s heat is thus far advanced, ’tis but juft 
come up to the pitch of another fet of vegetables, and but 
great enough to excite the terreftial particles, which are more 
ponderous. Woodward's Natural Hijkry. 

To PITCH, v. a. [appicciare, Italian.] 

1. To fix ; to plant. 

On Dardan plains the Greeks do pitch 
Their brave pavilions. ShakeJ'peare's Troilus and Crefflc. 

Sharp Hakes, pluckt out of hedges, 

They pitched in the ground. ~ Shakefp. Henry VI. 

He counfclled him how to hunt his game, 

What dart to call, what net, what toile to pitch. Fairfax. 
David prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for 
it a tent. 1 Chron. xv. I. 

Mahometes pitched his tents in a little meadow. Koiollct- 
When the viftor 


Had conquered Thebes, he pitched upon the plain 
His mighty camp. Dryden's Knight's Talc. 

To Chaflis’ pleafing plains he took his way, 
here pitch'd his tents, and there rcfolv’d to flay. Dryden. 
The trenches firft they pafs’d, then took their way 


There t 

The trenches firft they pafs 
Where their proud foes in pitch'd pavilions lay. 
7 


Dryih*. 

2■ To 


Shakefp. 


Addifon. 

Ainfworth. 


Hudibras. 


Dryden's Fables. 
1 Mac. iii. 40. 



P 1 T 

J. To order regularly. 

In fetting down the form of common prayer, there was 
no need to mention the learning of a fit, or the unfitnefs of 
an ignorant minifter, more than that he, which deferibeth 
the manner how to pitch a field, Ihould fpeak of moderation 
and fobricty in diet. Hooker, b. v. f. 31. 

One pitched battle Would determine the fate of the Spanilh 
continent. Addifon on the State of the War. 

3. To throw headlong ; to cad forward. 

They’ll not pitch me i’ th’ mire, 

Unlefs he bid ’em. Shakefp. Tempcjl. 

They would wreftle, and pitch the bar for a whole after¬ 
noon. Spellator, N® 434. 

4. To fmear with Pitch, [pico, Lat. from the noun.] 

The ark pitch within and without. Gcnefis vi. 14. 

The Trojans mount their Ihips, born on the waves. 

And the pitch'd vellels glide with eafy force. Dryden. 

Some pitch the ends of the timber in the walls, to preferve 
them from the mortar. Moxon's Mechanical Exercife. 

I pitched over the convex very thinly, by dropping melted 
pitch upon it, and warming it to keep the pitch foft, whilft 
I ground it with the concave copper wetted to make it fpread 
evenly all over the convex. Newton's Opticks. 

5. To darken. 

The air hath ftarv’d the rofes in her cheeks. 

And pitch’d the lily tinfturc of her face. 

Damon 

Rofe early from his bed ; but foon he found 
The welkin pitch'd with fullen cloud. 

6. To pave. 

To Pi 1 ch. v. n. 

1. To light; to drop. 

When the fwarm is fettled, take a branch of the tree 
whereon they pitch, and wipe the hive clean. Mortimer. 

2. To fall headlong. 

The courfcr o’er the pommel call the knight; 

Forward he flew, and pitching on his head. 

He quiver’d with his feet, and lay for dead. 

To fix choice. 

We think ’tis no great matter which. 

They’re all alike, yet we lhall pitch 

On one that fits our purpofe. __ 

A free agent will pitch upon fuch a part in his choice, with 
knowledge certain. More's Divine Dialogues. 

The fubjeft I have pitched upon may leem improper. South. 

I pitched upon this conlideration that parents owe their chil¬ 
dren, not only material fubfiltence, but much more fpiritual 
contribution to their mind. Digby on the Soul. 

The covetous man was a good while at a Hand; but he 
came however by degrees to pitch upon one thing alter an¬ 
other. L’EJlrange’s Fables. 

m P'tch upon the beft courfe of life, and cullom will render 
it the moft eafy. Tillotfon's Sermons. 

I tranflatcd Chaucer, and amongft the reft pitched on the 
wife of Bath’s tale. ~ . . 

4. To fix a tent or temporary habitation. 

They pitched by Emmaus in the plain 

Pi'tchtr. n.f [picher, French.] 

1. An earthen vellel; a water pot. 

With fuddain fear her pitcher down Ihe threw 
And fled away. Fairy $tceen, b. i. 

Pitchers have ears, and I have many fervants; 

Bciides old Gremio is hearkening. Shakefp. 

Pyrcicus vvas only famous for counterfeiting all bafe things; 
as earthen pitchers and a Icullery. Peacham on Drawing. 

Hylas may drop his pitcher, none will cry, 

Not if he drown himlelf. Dryden. 

2. An inftrument to pierce the ground in which any thing is to 
be fixed. 

To the hills poles mull be fet deep in the ground, with a 
fquarc iron pitcher or crow. Mortimer's Hufbandiy. 

1 1 tchfi r k. n . f. [pitch and fork.} A fork with which corn 
is thrown upon the waggon. 

An old lord in Leiccfterlhirc amufed himfelf with mending 
f’tchforks and fpades for his tenants gratis. Swift. 

Pitchiness. n.f. [frompitchy.] Blackncfs; darknef.. 

Pl'TCHY. adj. [from pitch.] 

1. Smeared with pitch. 

I he planks, their pitchy cov’rings walh’d away. 

Now yield ; and now a yawning breach difplay. Dryden. 

2. Having the qualities of pitch. 

Native petroleum, found floating upon fome fprings, is no 
other than this very pitchy fubftance, drawn forth of theftrata 

Night is fled, 

Whofe pitchy mantle ovcr-vcil’d the earth. Shakefp 

I will fort a pitchy day for thee. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Pitchy and dark the night fometimes appears, 
r need to our woe, and parent of our fears; 

Our joy and wonder iometimes Ihe excites, 

With liars unnumber’d. Prior. 


P I T 

Pitcoal. n.f. [pit and coal.] Foflile coal. 

The beft fuel is peat, the next charcoal made of pitcodl ot 
: - J — Mortimer's Hufhandryi 


Prior . 
Pope's Dunciad. 


Milton's Par. Lojl. 


cinders. Huim/ .> 

Pit-man. n.f. [pit and man.] He that in fawing timber works 
below irt the pit. 

With the pitfaw they enter the one etid of the fluff, the 
topman at the top, and the pitman under him : the topman 
obfervingto guide the fawexaftly, and the pitman drawing it 
with all his llrength perpendicularly down. Moxon. 

Pit-saw. n.f. [pit and faw.] The large faw ufed by two 
men, of whom one is in the pit. 

The pitfaw is not only ufed by thofe workmen that faw 
timber and boards, but is alfo for fmall matters ufed by 
joiners. Moxon’s Alechanical Exercifes. 

Pi teous. adj. [from pity.] 

1. Sorrowful; mournful; exciting pity. 

When they heard that piteous llralned voice, 

In hafte forlook their rural merriment. Fairy fBiecn. 

The moft arch deed of piteous maffacrc, 

That ever yet this land was guilty of. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

Which when Deucalion with a piteous look 
Beheld, he wept. Dryden. 

2. Compallionatc; tender. 

If the feries of thy joys 
Permit one thought lefs cheerful to arife. 

Piteous transfer it to the mournful fwain. 

She gave him, piteous of his cafe, 

A lhaggy tap’ftry. 

3. Wretched ; paltry ; pitiful. 

Piteous amends 1 unlels 
Be meant our grand foe. 

Pi'teousi.y. adv. [from piteous ] In a piteous manner. 

I mull talk of numbers, rapes and maffacrcs, 

Ruthful to hear, yet ptleoufly perform’d. Shakefp. 

Pi'teousness. n. f. [from piteous.] Sorrowfulnefs ; tendernels. 

Pitfall, n.f. [pit and fall.] A pit dug and covered, into 
which a paffenger falls unexpectedly.- 

Poor bird ! thoud’ft never fear the net nor lime. 

The pitfall nor the gin. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Thieves dig concealed pitfalls in his way. Sahdys. 

Thefe hidden pitfalls were fet thick at the entrance of the 
bridge, fo that throngs of people fell into them. Addifon. 

PITH. n. f. [pitte, Dutch.] 

1. The marrow of the plant; the foft part in the midll of the 
wood. 

If a cion, fit to be fet in the ground, hath the pith finely 
taken forth, and not altogether, but fome of it left, it will bear 
a fruit with little or no core. Bacon's Natural Hijlory. 

Her folid bones convert to folid wood, 

To pith her marrow, and to fap her blood. Dryden. 

2. Marrow. 

As doth the pith, which left our bodies flack. 

Strings fall the little bones of neck and back ; 

So by the (bul doth death firing heav’n and earth. Donne. 

I he vertebres arc all perforated in the middle, with a large 
hole for the fpinal marrow or pith to pafs along. Ray 

Strength ; force. 

Pith in Scotland is Hill retained as denoting llrength, cither 
corporeal or intelleaual: as, that defies all your pith . 

Leave your England, 

Guarded with grandlires, babies and old women, 

Or pafs’d, or not arriv’d to pith and puiffance. Shakefp. 

Since thefe arms of mine had feven years pith. Shakefp. 
Energy ; cogency; fulnefs of fentiment; clolenefs and vi¬ 
gour of thought and ftile. 

Weight; moment; principal part. 

That’s my pith of bufinefs 

’Twixt you and your poor brother. Shakefp. 

Enterprizcs of great pith and moment, 

With this regard their currents turn awry, 


Shakefp. Hamlet. 


And lofe the name of adlion. 

6. The quintefcence; the chief part. 

The owner of a foul difeafe. 

To keep it from divulging, lets it feed 
Ev’n on the pith of life. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

With llrength; with cogency ; 

Pi'thiness. n.f. [from pithy.] Energy ; llrength. 

No lefs deferveth his wittinefs in devifing, his pitbinefs in 
uttering, his complaint of love, lb lovely. o. r 

Pi thless, adj. [from pith.] *pmjer. 

1. Wanting pith. 

a Y Ca ! C / ^° uIders . over - born with burthening grief 
And puhlefs arms, like to a wither’d vine 

o iv Th r dr ° PS h ‘ S faplds branches to the ground. Shakefpeare. 

2. Wanting energy; wanting force. ^ 

Pi tht. adj, [from pith.] 

1. Confifting of pith. 

The/l/rfy fibres brace a „d flitch together the lizneous in » 

The Herefordien plan, tha, hkea &W ' ^ " 

T approach the quince, and th' alder's pithy Hern. Philips. 

2. Strong 
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